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The situation in the North West and South West regions of Cameroon remain
critical and preoccupying. The insecurity has forced more than 440,000
people to flee their homes into the bushes and nearby towns for safety. The
prevailing uncertainty and unwillingness of the parties to engage in a political
process has left many communities with little or no social support structures
other than some churches. The situation is being worsened by continuous
burning of people’s houses and, in some cases, entire villages. About 355,000
are in need of shelter, and some 269,900 people need NFI.
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Several waves of displacements have been observed in the past months as mehkum@unhcr.org

violence has persisted. Most internally displaced people have taken refuge in (+237)699906800
remote rural areas or surrounding bushlands and forests. Recently,
humanitarian actors have been able to access some of these areas and have KEY DATES

On the 17th of October 2018, the Shelter/NFI Cluster was
activated for the South-West and North-West regions of
Cameroon, together with 7 other clusters, to support the
response to the crisis occurring in both these regions. The
Shelter/NFI Cluster SWNW Cameroon is led by UNHCR. The
Cluster was established in Buea in October, and a mirror hub

reported that the IDPs are in dire need of assistance.

The displaced population within urban and peri-urban areas live in
overcrowded spaces, unfinished or abandoned buildings with minimal access
to sanitation facilities. Reports of IDPs, mostly women and young girls forced

to resort to negative coping mechanisms such as survival sex have increased.
RESPONSE

e  An estimated 25,740 people have been reached with shelter assistance.
Approximatively half of them with standard shelter kits and the other
only with light shelter kits (tarpaulin and rope, without tools).

. Since the beginning of the response, approximately 148,100 people
have been supported with NFI assistance.

. Shelter/NFl response in the NW is significantly smaller compared to the
SW due to inaccessibility and heightened insecurity.

GAPS & CHALLENGE

e  Repeated monitoring and assessments without response in many areas
has created frustration and discouraged beneficiaries.

e  Recurrent displacements of IDPs make building trust difficult and
distributions challenging

e Areprioritization of resources is necessary, as response levels in the NW
continue to be significantly lower than that in the SW even though needs
are confirmed to be higher in the NW

e The volatile and unpredictable security situation hampers access to
some locations of IDPs and affected communities, particularly those
hiding in remote areas and in the bush

was setup in Bamenda, in December 2018
KEY DOCUMENTS

. Shelter/NFI Cluster Strategy
e SWNW Cameroon Minimum NFI Kit

e SWNW Cameroon Minimum Shelter Kit

KEY LINK
https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/cameroon
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