
Fiji
Baseline data on local building culture 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  way

Coping with cyclones & other natural  r isks

l e a r n i n g  f r o m  h i s to r y

Large hardwood posts buried deeply 
in the ground

Steeply pitched, four sided -hip- 
roofs

Interior of bure house with wooden structure

Narrow eaves to avoid roof tearing Rounded corners for improved 
aerodynamics

Eaves are narrow in traditional bure houses in order to minimise roof tearing caused by winds 

Built on a mound or on stilts to 
help drainage and prevent flooding

Houses surrounded by vegetation 
to reduce wind impacts

Traditional bure house built on a mound This house’s surroundings are full of trees which will mitigate wind effects 

Rounded corners are found in either traditional and new built houses. This house is built with CI sheets 

Traditional bure house with steeply pitched and hip roof
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