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“Sometimes people are not involved, 

because we haven’t invited them. The 

beauty of this project is that it is all 

about process and that is what shelter 

is all about”.
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Background
▪ The Fiji Shelter Handbook has been developed to support the shelter sector in 

Fiji to deliver appropriate, inclusive shelter solutions to urban and rural Fijian 

communities impacted by hazards.

▪ Process led by Shelter Cluster Fiji co-lead Habitat for Humanity Fiji (co-lead with 

IFRC since 2016, post-TC Winston), with the input of cluster partners. 

▪ Supported by the Australian Government’s Disaster READY Program which 

aims to strengthen local humanitarian capability and preparedness in Fiji so that 

communities are better able to respond to and recover from the impact of natural 

hazards.

▪ The handbook was drafted during preparedness times.



Focus of the handbook
▪ Focusses on shelter coordination, preparedness and response in Fiji. 

▪ Existing mechanisms, networks, organisations and processes in place in Fiji to 

deliver appropriate and inclusive shelter assistance to various sections of the 

affected population.

▪ Shelter solutions for the various response phases (emergency, early recovery 

etc.), most applicable and acceptable in the Fijian context.  

▪ Target audience = shelter responders



Process
▪ Desktop research – online and visits to institutions

▪ Community consultations – 19 communities (377 people - Central, Western, 

Northern, Maritime Islands)

– Including also community feedback exercise on the draft handbook

▪ Stakeholder (sector) consultation – 70 organisations (136 people - Central, 

Western, Northern)

– Shelter Handbook Working Group

– Peer review workshop

▪ Disability Inclusion in Shelter workshop

– Technical disability inclusion review

▪ Gender inclusion in Shelter workshop



Fiji Shelter Handbook contents
Chapter 1: National 

Coordination

▪ Disasters in Fiji

▪ The Fiji Cluster System and the 

disaster management structure

▪ Disaster declaration process

▪ Emergency contacts

▪ Shelter agencies and partners

▪ Land tenure system

▪ Requirements for construction

▪ Community dynamics

▪ Cultural protocols



Fiji Shelter Handbook contents
Chapter 2: Preparedness

▪ Key shelter messages

▪ Media and information

▪ PASSA

▪ Prepositioned emergency shelter 

and essential household item 

stocks

▪ Disability and preparedness

▪ Gender and preparedness



Fiji Shelter Handbook contents
Chapter 3: Emergency 

Response

▪ Emergency response options

▪ Temporary shelter

▪ Evacuation centres

▪ Emergency approach for 

disabilities



Fiji Shelter Handbook contents
Chapter 4: Recovery

▪ Recovery shelter solutions

▪ Disability inclusion

▪ Recovery approach for gender



Fiji Shelter Handbook contents
Chapter 5: Logistics

▪ Logistics agencies

▪ Ports overview

▪ Aviation

▪ Ground handling cargo

▪ Roads

▪ Containerisation

▪ Storage

▪ General considerations

▪ Stakeholder voice
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Further information
✓ For further information please contact 

masi@habitatfiji.org.fj

doreen_narayan@habitatfiji.org.fj

robert.dodds@ifrc.org

✓Or refer to the Fiji Shelter Cluster website at https://www.sheltercluster.org/pacific/fiji

✓ Download the handbook at https://www.sheltercluster.org/fiji/documents/fiji-shelter-

handbook-inclusive-and-accessible-shelter-planning-fijian-communities
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