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Emergency Assessment Team - Initial Situation Tool  
Consent:  Hello, my name is _______________, and I am working for (organization name). We are working for a humanitarian organization 
and we would like to ask you some questions to understand the impact the recent crisis/disaster(s) reported in the area. This is a short survey 
and by answering the questions you will help humanitarian workers provide information to appropriately plan any further potential response. 
This survey does not imply that assistance will be delivered. The survey will take about 30 minutes and any information that could identify you 
will be kept strictly confidential. This is voluntary and you can choose not to answer any or all of the questions. However, we hope that you will 
participate because it is important to help us plan any assistance. If you have questions, please ask; if not, may I begin?  

A. Basic assessment information  

A1. Date(DD/MM/YYYY) A2. Organisation A3. Name of Enumerator 

   

A4. Emergency context of the assessment  

 Flooding / Flash Floods   Cyclone  Conflict (including armed 
conflict, airstrike, etc.) 

  Other, please specify: 
____________________ 

A5. Modality of the assessment 

 Face to face interview / Direct Interview  Remote interview 

A6. In which governorate/district/settlement is the assessment being conducted? 
 Name OCHA P-Code 

Governorate   

District   

Village/Town   

A7. What is the type of settlement is the assessment being conducted?  
  IDP Temporary Settlement (i.e. camp)  Other temporary settlement  Permanent settlement 

A8. If IDP settlement or temporary settlement, indicate when it was founded – (MM/YYYY) 
 

B. Respondent Information 

B1. Are you any of the following?  (tick all that apply) 

 Humanitarian Worker                  Religious authority              

 Local authority  Leader of women’s group  (informal/formal group)               

 Community leader  Health professional (i.e. nurse) 

 Government representative  Educational professional (i.e  teacher)        

 Business person                  Farmer/Agriculturalist                  

 Housewife            Other: please specify: __________________________________                 

B2. Are you male or female? (Tick one)   B3. How old are you? (Tick one)   

 Female                 Male    (Answer B3         )  17 or less        18 to 59      60 or above 

B4. Which population groups are present in the assessed community? (tick all that apply) 
 Resident community   IDP community arrived before the recent disaster/crisis 

 Resident community hosting IDPs  IDP community arrived following the recent disaster/crisis 

 Refugee community  IDP Returnee (recent) 

 Migrants  

B5. Which community group(s) do you belong to? (Tick all that apply) 
 Resident community   IDP community arrived before the recent disaster/crisis 

 Resident community hosting IDPs IDP community arrived following the recent disaster/crisis 

 Refugee community  IDP Returnee (recent) 

 Migrants  

B6. Which community group(s) do you feel comfortable speaking for? (Tick all that apply) 
 Resident community  Resident community hosting IDPs 

 Refugee community  IDP community arrived before the recent disaster/crisis  

 IDP Returnee (recent)  IDP community arrived following the recent disaster/crisis  

 Women  Migrants 

 Children  Men 

NOTE – For all subsequent questions the KI should speak only for those elements of the community they are comfortable 
speaking for, namely response(s) to C3, C4 and C5. 

 

 

 

C. Affected people in the assessed community 

C1. What is the approximate number of people who lived in the assessed community before the disaster/crisis? 

 

C2. What is the approximate number of people who currently live in the assessed community? 

 

C3. Can you provide demographic information on the current community by gender and age? 
 Yes – Go to question C4  No – Go to question C6 
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D. Infrastructure Damage 

D1. Which of the following infrastructure in the assessed community are fully damaged due to the recent event: 
 Schools  Markets (food and non-food)  Health Facilities  Water supply system/source 

 Industrial infrastructure  Roads/Bridges  Other:_______________________ 

D2. Estimate proportion of damaged agriculture land in affected community: 
 Less than quarter  Less than half  More than half   Almost all or all 

D3. What is the approximate number of residential buildings that fall into following categories, considering only damage due 
to currently assessed disaster/crisis: 

Not damaged Damaged but liveable Damaged and not liveable Destroyed 
(roof and/or walls gone) 

    

D4. What is the approximate number of households that lost their belonging due to currently assessed disaster/crisis: 

No lost belongings Partially lost belongings Lost all belongings 

   

D5. How often has fighting affected the area in the last 7 days?  (Incidents including armed clashes/airstrikes/shelling) 
 Not applicable  No fighting  One time  More than one time 

D6. What is the current road access to the community? 
 No constraints  Movement slightly restricted  Movement severely 

restricted 
 Not accessible by road 

D7. List nearest cities/towns to which roads from assessed community are accessible: 

Governorate 
Name 

P-Code District Name P-Code Village Town 
Name 

P-Code 

      

      

      

C4. What is the approximate number of males and females in each age group who currently live in the assessed community?  

 Male Female Total 

Children 0 – 4     

Children 5-17    

Adults 18-59    

Older People (60 or above)    

C5. What is the approximate number of people affected by the disaster/crisis currently living in the assessed community?  

 Male Female Total 

Children 0 – 4     

Children 5-17    

Adults 18-59    

Older People (60 or above)    

C6. What is the estimated number of deaths and injuries due to event in the assessed community? 

 Deaths Injuries KI’s source of information 

   

C7. Where are most of the people affected by event going to? (tick all that apply) 
  No displacement / Remaining in their houses – Go to question 

C10 
 Moving to another community/settlement - Go to question C8 

 Within the same village – Go to question C10  Do not know – Go to question C10 

C8. If people are moving to another community/settlement, approximately, how many people have left?  

Male Female Total 

   

C9. If people are moving to another community/settlement, specify location where the displaced people are going to: 

Governorate 
Name 

P-Code  District  P-Code  Village Town 
Name 

P-Code 

      

      

      

C10. What are the three shelter types where most of the affected people are living? 
 Own property/family property  Community centre  School/education facility  

 Rented property  Unfinished building  Abandoned building 

 Public space (park, square, etc.)  Relative’s / Friend’s house  Tent 

 Industrial/Warehouse  Health Centre   Open area 

 Hut  Religious building  Offices  

 Cave/Cavern  Under trees  Other, please specify: _______________ 
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E4. Do the affected women and men in the community have the following available in their current shelter: 
 All/ Nearly all Majority of the 

people 
Half of the 

people  
Few of the 

people  
None/Nearly 

none  
Do not know 

Lighting at night             

Lighting in latrines and showers             

Sufficient mattresses and bedding             

Cooking tools             

Toilets             

Separate toilets for males and 
females 

            

Source of the safe-drinking water             

E5. Can affected women and men in the community access the following items: 

 
All/ Nearly all Majority of the 

people 
Half of the 

people  
Few of the 

people  
None/Nearly 

none  
Do not know 

Clothes             

Female hygiene items             

Soap             

Water filter or water treatment 
tablets/ materials 

            

Blanket             

Mattress             

Plastic sheeting             

Water container             

Cooking fuel             

E6. How many children are continuing with regular classes in schools?  
 All/ Nearly all  Majority   Half   Few   None/Nearly none   Do not know 

E7. What are the three primary drinking water source for the affected population currently? (Please put number 1 to the 
most commonly used source and an ‘x’ to all other secondary sources) 

 Piped water into dwelling/compound  Piped water connected to a public tap  Illegal connection to piped network 

 Borehole  Protected spring  Unprotected well  

 Protected rain water tank  Protected well  Unprotected spring  

 Bottled water  Unprotected rainwater tank  Water trucking 

 Other, please explain: ______________________________________________________________________ 

E8. Which statement best describes the access to water for the community? (tick one) 
  Everyone/nearly everyone has enough water for their needs (little to no problem) 

  Everyone/nearly everyone has problems accessing enough water for their needs (access problem) 

  Only people who can afford it have enough water (affordability problem) 

  The situation changes all the time: sometimes water access is easy, sometimes it is hard (intermittent access problems) 

  There is enough water for some groups (ex: hosts), but not for others (ex: IDPs) (status problem) 
 

E. Impact of the disaster/crisis on the people in the affected area  

E1.  Overall, rate the impact of the disaster/crisis on the people in the affected area (Tick one) 
No/Minor 
problem 

Moderate 
problem 

Serious 
problem 

Major problem Severe 
Problem 

Critical 
problem 

Catastrophic 
problem 

              

E2. Which of the following services are available within the community/ settlement? (tick all that apply) 
 Mobile network  Electricity 

 Radio network  Petroleum  

 Market  Health Services 

 Designated child friendly spaces (safe spaces)  GBV Services/Safe Shelters 

 Civic documentation  Maternal/Child Services 

 Education   Nutrition services 

 Sewage services  Financial Services/ATM 

 Solid waste collection and disposal  Post Office 

 Drinking water source  

E3. Which of the following services are available within 60 minutes (there and back) travel on foot? (tick all that apply) 
 Mobile network  Electricity 

 Radio network  Petroleum  

 Market  Health Services 

 Designated child friendly spaces (safe spaces)  GBV Services/Safe Shelters 

 Civic documentation  Maternal/Child Services 

 Education   Nutrition services 

 Sewage services  Financial Services/ATM 

 Solid waste collection and disposal  Post Office 

 Drinking water source  
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E9. Which statement best describes the access to functioning toilets in the community? (tick one) 
  Everyone has access to a toilet (100%) 

  The majority of the population does not have access to a functioning toilet (±75%) 

  About half the population do not have access to a functioning toilet (±50%) 

  A minority of the population does not have access to a toilet (±15-30%) 

  Nobody has access to a functioning toilet (0%) 

E10. Has there been a change in availability of the food groups, as a result of the disaster/crisis? 
 Increase  Decrease  No change  Don’t know 

E11.Which of the following food groups are not accessible in the local food markets? 
 Staples (rice, sorghum, maize etc)  Fruits  Sugar 

 Pulses (beans, peas etc)  Meat (beef, goat, poultry, eggs, fish etc.)  Oils, ghee, butter 

 Vegetables  Dairy products  Condiments  (spices, tea, coffee, salt) 

E12. What are the top three health related problems mostly affects the community?  (Tick three) 
 Diarrhea  Respiratory infection 

 Fever  Eye infection 

 Nutrition   Reproductive health 

 Psychological trauma  Injuries (related to the current disaster/event) 

 Sexual Gender Based Violence  Injuries (NOT related to the current disaster/event) 

 Skin Disease  Chronic disease (diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease, cancer) 

E13. What problems mostly affects the community?  (Tick all) 
 Harassment or discrimination  Loss of documentation 

 Denial of access to basic services  Family separation 

 Denial of Resources   Early and child marriage  

 Emotional and psychological abuse   Mobility restrictions  

 Housing land and property related disputes  Sexual and physical violence  

 Landmines and unexploded ordinances        Tensions between host and displaced population 

 Do not know        Other, please specify:_____________________ 

F. Assessment and Response in Affected Area 

F1. List any other assessments that have been carried out since the disaster/crisis occurred 

Date (DD/MM/YYYY) Agency/Organization Name, Telephone/Email Assessment sector (i.e. 
WASH,  shelter) 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

F2. What response has been carried out since the disaster/crisis occurred? 

Date (DD/MM/YYYY) Agency/ 
Organization 

Name, Telephone/Email District/Village Description of assistance (type / 

number or households) 

   
 

  

   
 

  

   
 

  

F3. What are the best two ways to communicate with affected men? (tick two) 
 Phone/Mobile  Radio  Television 

 Community leader/Group  Newspaper/Magazines  Social media 

 Humanitarian staff/volunteers  Don’t know  Other, please 
specify:_______________ 

F4. What are the best two ways to communicate with affected women? (tick two) 
 Phone/Mobile  Radio  Television 

 Community leader/Group  Newspaper  Social media 

 Humanitarian staff/volunteers  Don’t know  Other, please 
specify:_______________ 

G. In the space below, please provide any other comments that will help to define the response (community priority 
needs/assessment/distribution/service) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


