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Graph: Number of IDPs in NWS and returnees from within Syria for the past 12 months, as reported by 
HNAP in March 2021.

 

 

311,951 people were reached in 2021 with rehabilitation of 
infrastructure (150,827 people); provision of emergency shelter 
(124,130 people); and shelter rehabilitation and transitional shelters 
(36,994 people).

904,403 people were reached in 2021 with seasonal and/or 
supplementary NFI assistance (428,938 people), and core NFI 
distributions (421,465 people).

MOBILITY TRENDS

 

Some 2.7 million IDPs are living in north-west Syria, bringing the total population 
to over 4.4 million.

14,428 IDPs were displaced in March, which is a decrease from the previous months and 
the lowest number reported by HNAP in the past 12 months. A significant 91% of the 
newly displaced have been displaced three or more times. 

Around 64% of the IDPs displaced in March arrived in camp locations. Out of 
these, the vast majority are staying in tents (76%), makeshift shelters (14%) or refugee 
housing units (10%). As for the IDPs that were displaced into non-camp settings, some 
78% are staying in finished apartments or houses, however, a considerable 8% have 
had to seek shelter in tents and another 8% in public buildings. 

  

  

SNFI Cluster members continue to actively respond to the needs of the newly displaced 
population as well as protracted IDPs north-west Syria. 

In March, more than 278,000 individuals received NFI assistance in the form of 
NFI kits, kitchen sets, mattresses, jerry cans, carpets, solar lamps, tarpaulin and 
blankets, as well as seasonal assistance, or in form of multi-purpose cash transfers. Of 
those reached with NFI assistance in March 2021, approximately 54 percent were female, 
and 46 percent were male. 

Shelter needs of close to 52,000 people were responded to in March 2021, includ-
ing the provision of emergency shelter, shelter rehabilitation and transitional shelters. 
Around 61,000 individuals were reached with infrastructure improvements in 
IDP sites such as roads gravelling and drainage systems. Of those reached with shelter 
assistance in March 2021, approximately 54 percent were female, and 46 percent were 
male.
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https://www.sheltercluster.org/x-border-operation-turkey-hub/documents/flood-classifications-and-effects-idp-sites-nws

https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/x-border-operation-turkey-hub

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/whole-of-syria/shelternfis

https://bit.ly/2Zqmv8L

Winterization Planning and Guidelines
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As part of winterization preparations, the Cluster Coordination Team shared the updated Guidance Note on 
Winterization for NWS with Cluster members, donors and other stakeholders. This document combines 
recommendations, based on experience, inputs from donors, SAG and Cluster members as well as members of 
the Cash-Working Group.  

31 Cluster members have also shared their winterization plans, and a coordination meeting was held 
with the objective of coordinating targets and overlap analysis at the community level, to ensure that 
winterization plans are implemented in an efficient and timely manner. In these plans, over 695,000 people are 
targeted, with a gap remaining of close to 300,000 people. The current gap in terms of funds is around $10 
million, while the secured funding is over $22 million. 

The SNFI Cluster has developed an awareness raising brochure focusing mainly on the safe usage of fuel and 
stoves during winter, targeting individuals and households. In consideration of COVID-19 mitigation measures 
related to avoiding distributing paper brochures, it is possible to use this brochure as a sticker on NFI kits, or 
as posters. 
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As part of winterization preparations, the Cluster Coordination Team shared the updated Guidance Note on 
Winterization for NWS with Cluster members, donors and other stakeholders. This document combines 
recommendations, based on experience, inputs from donors, SAG and Cluster members as well as members of 
the Cash-Working Group.  

31 Cluster members have also shared their winterization plans, and a coordination meeting was held 
with the objective of coordinating targets and overlap analysis at the community level, to ensure that 
winterization plans are implemented in an efficient and timely manner. In these plans, over 695,000 people are 
targeted, with a gap remaining of close to 300,000 people. The current gap in terms of funds is around $10 
million, while the secured funding is over $22 million. 

The SNFI Cluster has developed an awareness raising brochure focusing mainly on the safe usage of fuel and 
stoves during winter, targeting individuals and households. In consideration of COVID-19 mitigation measures 
related to avoiding distributing paper brochures, it is possible to use this brochure as a sticker on NFI kits, or 
as posters. 

Some 2.7 million IDPs are living in north-west Syria, bringing the total population 
close to 4.3 million.

20,653 IDPs were displaced in January, the majority of whom have been displaced three 
or more times (77%). The top three sub-district of arrival were Maaret Tamsrin, Bulbul, 
and A’zaz. The new IDPs mainly cited livelihoods as their top priority need.

Only 36% of the IDPs displaced in January are reportedly living in adequate 
housing, which is less than in the previous months, indicating higher levels of vulnera-
bility and harsher living conditions. Around 46% are living in emergency shelter, 
predominantly tents, while 4% are living in sub-standard buildings, all of which are 
unfinished buildings. Another 14% have resorted to transitional shelters, mainly Refugee 
Housing Units (RHUs).

https://www.sheltercluster.org/x-border-operation-turkey-hub/documents/flood-classifications-and-effects-idp-sites-nws

TWiG Advisory Note on Flood Risk Reduction Winterization Update as of March 2021
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* The initial target for winterization was based on partners’ plans and capacities - the overall need and gap is higher. 
   Winterized NFI kits distributed as flood response and through the RRM were not included in the initial winter target 
   but are accounted for in the number of individuals reached. 
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The SNFI Cluster continues to lead the multi-sec-
toral Technical Working Group (TWiG) on Flood 
Risk Reduction which was established in 2021, in 
collaboration with the Camp Coordination and 
Camp Management (CCCM), Early Recovery and 
Livelihood (ERL) and Water Sanitation Hygiene 
(WASH) Clusters. 

The TWiG has published a draft advisory 
note on Flood Risk Reduction. Building on the 
engagement of the TWiG, this document aims to 
provide basic guidance on infrastructure improve-
ments in IDP sites, camps and communities in 
north-west Syria (NWS) in order to mitigate the 
risk of floods and contribute effectively to disaster 
reduction. 

All the recommended activities and procedures 
must adhere to Do No Harm principles, provide 
echo-friendly solutions in the targeted locations 
and sites and comply to Housing Land and Proper-
ty (HLP) due diligence. Site selection has to 
consider flood prone zones and the designed 
programmes should take the following key points 
into account. The full advisory note can be found 
on the SNFI Cluster website.

100% of initial target reached*

March 2021 marks the end of the winterization period for the SNFI cluster in North-West Syria 
during 2020/21. The cluster has been active in the coordination of the winterization response to ensure 
that plans were implemented in an efficient and timely manner to target close to 1.5 million vulnerable 
individuals with live-saving winter assistance. The initial winter target was based on members’ capacities 
and expected funding - the overall gap and need was higher.  

As of April 1st, cluster members had reached more than 1.66 million individuals with winteriza-
tion assistance, exceeding the initial target. Some of the main activities included fuel, stove and NFI 
kit distribution. The number of individuals reached exceeded the initial target set as several organiza-
tions were able to secure late top-up funding which was not taken into account in the original plans. 
Moreover, urgent flood response, such as winterized NFI kits distributed through the Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM), was not originally accounted for. 

https://www.sheltercluster.org/x-border-operation-turkey-hub/documents/n�-distribution-guidelines-northwest-syria-arabic-version
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https://www.sheltercluster.org/x-border-operation-turkey-hub/documents/twig-flood-risk-reduction-basic-guiding-requirementsdraft
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