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Overview 

 Category 5 Severe Tropical Cyclone Winston, the most severe 
ever recorded in the South Pacific, hit Fiji on 20 and 21 
February.  

 44 people have been confirmed dead.  

 62,000 people were evacuated in close to 900 evacuation 
centres.  

  Nearly 350,000 people are living in the cyclone’s path were 
affected. 

 More than 31,200 houses damaged or destroyed 

 The government declared a State of Natural Disaster for 30 
days and officially requested international assistance.  
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Goal 

The goal of the Shelter Cluster is to support 
owner-driven recovery by investing in disaster 
preparedness and risk reduction while 
prioritising the most vulnerable people, families 
and communities.  
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Objectives 
 Objective 1: Emergency Shelter 

– Provision of emergency shelter items and NFIs such tents, tarpaulins, 
shelter kits, kitchen sets and solar lights, supported by appropriate IEC 
material.    

 

 Objective 2: Support to self-recovery  

– Support the most vulnerable households through the early stage of 
owner-driven recovery with items such as CGI, fixing kits, toolkits, core 
shelter or their cash/voucher equivalent, along with appropriate training 
and IEC material.  

 

 Objective 3: Technical support 

– Provide education information and communication on safer construction 
principles, and community-based hazard awareness, preparedness and 
DRR, during all phases of the response. 

– Provide technical training on building back safer houses for skilled/semi-
skilled carpenters during all phases of the response. 
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Help for Homes 

 HfH initiative will provide financial assistance for homeowners to 
rebuild their homes themselves by giving them access to building 
materials. 

 $70 million FJD available for this initiative 

 Target - affected Fijians households earning less than $50,000 FJD a year 

 pre-paid electronic card will be provided with a set amount on it and a 
pin number to purchase the building materials from selected 
hardware outlets (can be purchased at different hardware stores) 

 3 packages 

– F$ 1,500 for partial roofing damage 

– F$ 3,000 for serious roofing damage 

– F$ 7,000 for almost and completely destroyed 

– F$ 1,500 for informal settlers 
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Shelter Cluster & Help for Homes 

 IEC material to households 

 Build Back Safer poster in A2 formats at distribution points & in flyer/booklet  
distributed by Ministry of information  

 Build Back Safer tips booklet developed for the second round of $20 million 
FJD. First printing target 35,000 copies by Fiji Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity 
and private sector (hardware stores) 

 

 Coordination Support Between relevant HfH ministries and the Shelter 
Cluster NGOs and partners to ensure a coordinated approach and encourage 
information flow.  

 

 A three day “Training the Trainers” pilot BBS technical training program was 
run by Shelter Cluster and Habitat for Humanity Fiji, to be replicated in most of 
the affected communities.  

 At least 2,300 semi-skilled builders/skilled carpenters will access Build Back 
Safer technical training, through construction of 300 transitional and core 
shelters 
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Shelter Cluster & Response 

 58 organizations & agencies have attended Shelter Cluster Fiji (SCF) meetings 
for the TC Winston response (Source: SCF meeting attendance/contact list) 

 

 30 organizations & agencies have been contributing to the shelter response 
through the Government of Fiji & 17 partners (Source: SCF 3Ws) 
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Response –  
material support 

Total nb HouseHolds 
supported 

GoF Partners 

Objective 1 Emergency 
Shelter 

36,609 12,607 24,002 

35% 65% 

Objective 2  
Support to Self Recovery 

28,376 24,505 
 

3,871 

86% 14% 


